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DAVALLIA PRIMARY SCHOOL — COVERED ASSEMBLY AREA 
Grievance 

MR P. LILBURNE (Carine) [9.57 am]: My grievance is to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education 
and Training. It is regarding the covered assembly area at Davallia Primary School. I would like to thank the 
parliamentary secretary for taking my grievance. 
Davallia Primary School is a great local school within the Carine district, and the heart of the community that 
surrounds it. The school’s success can be seen in its growing student numbers. In 2018, the school enrolled just 
over 400 students and that has grown to over 500 students in 2022. The school has an engaged and active parents 
and citizens association that works closely within the school to give students the best possible opportunities. 
Davallia Primary School, led by its principal, John O’Neill, and guided by the school’s excellent board, has 
been successful in developing resilient individuals who strive to reach their personal potential, live by their values 
and contribute to their community. Therefore, students who attend Davallia Primary School are set up well for 
future success. 
However, with the school’s growing popularity, there have also been challenges, one of which is the size and 
condition of the school’s covered assembly area, which provides important shade and shelter for physical education 
and other classes, as well as a play space at recess and lunch. The existing covered assembly area is an old space 
that is not enclosed and has a flat roof. It is not fit for purpose for the school. I understand that Davallia Primary 
School has been on the department’s priority list for some time. I note that funding has been set aside in the 
2022–23 state budget for covered assembly areas. I ask the parliamentary secretary to advise whether funding has 
been earmarked for Davallia Primary School; and, if so, when can the school expect construction to commence on 
this important project? 
MR T.J. HEALY (Southern River — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.59 am]: I thank the member for Carine for 
his grievance and his ongoing support of schools in his electorate. I respond today on behalf of the Minister for 
Education and Training. As the hardworking member for Carine outlined in his grievance today, the Carine electorate 
and, more specifically, the suburb of Duncraig and its surrounds, is a wonderful place to receive a public education. 
It has some amazing schools, and schools in the area have been and will continue to be recognised for their teaching 
and academic excellence. We know that great schools are about more than just good teachers and facilities; they 
also must have active and engaged parents and community supporters, which I acknowledge is the case for 
Davallia Primary School in Duncraig. That engagement really sets up students for success, as the member outlined. 
I acknowledge that Davallia Primary School is growing and that there are unique challenges for the school in 
managing an increased number of students. The Department of Education works closely with schools to manage 
enrolments and facilities to ensure that there is enough space for students at schools. The member will appreciate 
that we have more than 800 fantastic public schools in Western Australia that range in age from brand new to more 
than 100 years old. In fact, approximately 47 per cent of our schools are more than 50 years old. It is an older asset 
portfolio and we are consistently working to upgrade and make improvements where we can. 
I note that in the member’s electorate there has also been a huge investment in Carine and Duncraig Senior High 
Schools to accommodate an increasing number of students attending those schools. Of course, in areas where the 
number of students in secondary schools is growing, the number of students in primary schools is also growing. 
The member for Carine knows that and I congratulate him for his hard work and relationship with principal 
John O’Neill, the local families, the school community, the school board and the P&C. 
I can confirm that the department has set aside funding in the 2022–23 state budget to upgrade and improve covered 
assembly areas. This funding will assist those older schools that have facilities that may have been fit for purpose at 
the time they were built but, for whatever reason, are not suitable now. I can advise the member that Davallia Primary 
School has been allocated funding for improvements for a covered assembly area and that $1.7 million has been 
set aside to build a new facility to ensure that the school can provide modern facilities for the growing number of 
students. The new covered assembly area will provide an enclosed facility, with a music classroom and store facilities. 
Earlier this year, Hart Architects was appointed to begin design work on the new facility, which is now well underway. 
The tender for the building contract is expected to be advertised this month and construction will commence in 
November. Students should be able to expect to use their new assembly area by the middle of 2023. I am sure that 
on its open night on Thursday, 18 August, the member will make sure that everyone at the school is aware of that, 
because this is really a great outcome for Davallia Primary School students and families. 
I also note that it is great to see such a hardworking and cooperative Carine MLA who works with their community—
something we have not seen since Katie Hodson-Thomas’s days. I want to commend the member for Carine, 
Paul Lilburne, for his work and I thank him for his grievance today and his ongoing advocacy for his schools. 
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